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member of the U.S. Navy, Captain Flannery 
most recently served as the Director of the 
Navy’s U.S. House of Representatives Liaison 
Office. In this capacity, he oversaw and led 
countless congressional and staff delegations 
to naval installations throughout the United 
States and the world. These trips helped 
members and their staffs achieve a greater 
understanding of the issues facing our Navy 
and its sailors from all over the world. 

CAPT Flannery’s distinguished career 
began at the United States Naval Academy 
where he earned a bachelor’s degree in polit-
ical science. He would later go on to earn his 
‘‘wings of gold’’ and qualify as a Naval Aviator 
in 1990. CAPT Flannery accumulated 2,770 
flight hours in the SH–3H, SH–60F, HH–60H, 
MH–60S, and the MH–53E. He commanded 
the 2515th Naval Air Ambulance Detachment, 
Helicopter Antisubmarine Squadron FIFTEEN, 
Helicopter Mine Countermeasures Squadron 
FIFTEEN, and Helicopter Sea Combat Wing 
Atlantic. 

On shore duty, CAPT Flannery completed 
high-profile jobs within the Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff’s office, Flag Aide to the 
Director of Air Warfare, and as a community 
detailer at the Navy’s Personnel Command. 

CAPT Flannery’s awards and decorations 
include the Legion of Merit, Defense Meri-
torious Service Medal, Meritorious Service 
Medal, Air Medal (with individual action), Joint 
Service Commendation Medal, Navy Marine 
Corps Commendation Medal (five awards in-
cluding one Combat Distinguishing Device), 
Army Commendation Medal and other per-
sonal, campaign, and service ribbons. 

As CAPT Flannery embarks on a new chap-
ter in life, it is my hope that he may recall, 
with a deep sense of pride and accomplish-
ment, the outstanding contributions he has 
made to the United States Navy. I would like 
to send him my best wishes for continued suc-
cess in his future endeavors. 
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Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Judge Damon J. Keith for his out-
standing legal career. For the past fifty years, 
Judge Keith has served the United States with 
distinction as a member of the federal judici-
ary. 

Judge Keith began his career on the bench 
in 1967, when he was nominated by President 
Lyndon Johnson to the United States District 
Court for the Eastern District of Michigan. Dur-
ing his time with the Eastern District, Judge 
Keith distinguished himself as an ardent de-
fender of the Constitution, prohibiting Presi-
dent Nixon’s warrantless wiretapping initiatives 
and eventually being named Chief Judge of 
the District Court. As a result of his distin-
guished service with the Court, President Car-
ter nominated Judge Keith to the United 
States Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit in 
1977, where he has served since his con-
firmation. Throughout his career, Judge Keith’s 
decisions have played a critical role in shaping 
the legal landscape. He helped end the Bush 

administration’s practice of conducting post- 
9/11 deportation hearings in secret and create 
a more just and equal society by helping to 
desegregate public schools and combat sys-
temic racism. He has also inspired a new gen-
eration of legal scholars who share his com-
mitment to justice and the principles of the 
Constitution. 

Judge Keith has received widespread ac-
claim for his service in the federal judiciary 
and his civil rights record. In 1997, he was the 
recipient of the Edward J. Devitt Distinguished 
Service to Justice Award, the highest honor 
available to the federal judiciary. He has also 
received the Spingarn Medal from the NAACP 
for outstanding achievement, as well as over 
40 honorary degrees from institutes of higher 
education. Judge Keith was known for his 
commitment to equality for all during his time 
in public service, and his decisions continue to 
play a major role in shaping the nation’s legal 
discourse. His work has impacted countless 
lives, and I wish him well as he retires after an 
extraordinary and impactful career. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Judge Damon J. Keith for his 
groundbreaking legal career. He has provided 
exceptional service to our country throughout 
his career as a federal judge. 
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Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Zane 
Hehnke of Winterset, Iowa, for receiving the 
2017 National Federation of Independent Busi-
ness Young Entrepreneur Award. 

Zane is the founder and owner of Inspired 
Finds, an interior design company that focuses 
on designing and creating accents using vin-
tage and antique items. He understands the 
important role that small businesses and en-
trepreneurs like him play in the United States 
economy. The innovation and determination 
Zane has displayed is a true testament to his 
entrepreneurial spirit. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to represent 
leaders like Zane in the United States Con-
gress and it is with great pride that I recognize 
him today for receiving this esteemed designa-
tion. I ask that my colleagues in the United 
States House of Representatives join me in 
congratulating him on receiving this award, 
and in wishing him nothing but continued suc-
cess. 
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Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Mr. Douglas Harbour for his service in 
the Marine Corps during the Vietnam War and 
for his work to create the Tri-State 9/11 Trib-
ute Foundation. This organization was estab-
lished to instill in our nation’s youth a sense of 
national pride by honoring those who have 

dedicated their lives to protecting all Ameri-
cans. I believe that our nation’s men and 
women in uniform are America’s greatest as-
sets. They have made incredible sacrifices for 
our country and deserve our utmost support 
and aid for their service. 

Mr. Harbour created The Tri-State 9/11 Trib-
ute Foundation in 2012 to honor our nation’s 
First Responders and Military personnel both 
living and deceased. Since its founding, a me-
morial project has been initiated and the an-
nual Tri-State 9/11 Tribute event is held each 
fall to recognize exemplary public servants. 
Mr. Harbour is the organization’s sitting Presi-
dent and donates his time to ensure these 
men and women receive the utmost admira-
tion and gratitude for their service. It is the he-
roic bravery and incredible sacrifices made by 
America’s First Responders and men and 
women in uniform that have helped secure the 
freedoms we as Americans hold dear. 

Our nation owes no greater debt of gratitude 
than the one we owe our First Responders 
and military men and women. They and their 
families should be commended. On behalf of 
the 4th Congressional District of Colorado, I 
extend my best wishes and gratitude to Mr. 
Harbour for his creation of the Tri-State 9/11 
Tribute Foundation to honor America’s great 
service men and women. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize Mr. 
Harbour for his accomplishments. 
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Mr. BUDD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a former aviator, war hero, and Huey 
helicopter pilot in Vietnam, John Clement 
Budd. He was my Uncle Jack. I remember his 
stories of the war—they were captivating. 
Growing up, I remember me and my brother 
putting on his old helmet and pretending we 
were flying. Later we didn’t have to pretend. 
My oldest brother and I became civilian pilots, 
and my middle brother flew for the Army and 
the Air Force. The Budd family are fliers, Mr. 
Speaker, and my uncle was part of starting 
that proud tradition. 

In 1965, he flew over the infamous Ia Drang 
Valley in Vietnam, known as the ‘‘Valley of 
Death,’’ where he medevaced soldiers wound-
ed by enemy fire. He pulled an A–6 Avenger 
pilot out of the line of fire at Ia Drang, after 
three other helicopters had been shot down in 
the attempt. He used to say that it was the 
only time he had ever been kissed by a colo-
nel. 

Jack was also an exceptional mind and tac-
tician—the tactical doctrine he and his fellows 
developed in the skies over Vietnam was used 
in the Armed Forces until the 2003 invasion of 
Iraq. So Jack also left a lasting imprint on the 
way we fight wars. 

Mr. Speaker, many Americans were not 
even born when the Berlin Wall came down, 
and Eastern Europe was freed from the cold 
grip of international Communism. Even more 
were not alive to witness the crucible that Viet-
nam was for our country. I am unbelievably 
proud that my uncle was there, on the front 
lines of that struggle. 

His courage there is among the millions of 
stories of service and sacrifice in the tapestry 
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